
 
 
When the territory which is now Jackson County, Mississippi was first explored by the white man, it was occupied by the 
Pascagoula, Moctobi, Capinans, Biloxi and possibly other Indian tribes. The French first encountered them at the building of 
Fort Maurepas at Old Biloxy (present-day Ocean Springs) in 1699 and Sauvolle wrote:  

   
"The chief of the Pascogoulas came to sing the peace calumet to us. He had in his following seven men of the same nation. I 
have never seen savages less embarrassed. They embraced us, a thing I have never seen the others do. They only pass the hand 
over the breast on their arrival, after having raised their arms to heaven. The brought me a present of deer skins, which I at once 
gave to our hunters in order to make Indian shoes, a little dried meat, and part of a deer. They parted after having received their 
presents, like the others." 
 
 Du Pratz (1718 - 1726) has the following to say of them:  
"Returning toward the sea and to the west of Mobile is the little nation of Pachca-Ogoulas, which the French call Pascagoulas. 
This nation is situated on the shores of the bay which bears their names, which signifies Bread Nation. Their nation is 
composed of but one village, containing at most 30 cabins. Some Canadians have established themselves near them, and they 
live together like brothers, because the Canadians, being naturally peaceful, and understanding, besides, the character of the 
natives, know how to live with the nations of America; but what contributes principally to this durable peace is that no soldier 
frequents this nation. In speaking of the Natchez I have shown how the presence of soldiers destroys the good understanding 
which ought to be preserved with these people in order to obtain the advantages hoped for."  
  
Many more visits were made during the two years before the fort moved to Mobile.  
  
The Pascagoulas were one of several tribes moved to Louisiana in 1764. From Hutchin's narrative it appears that they settled 
first on the west side of the Mississippi not far from Red river, where they had a village counting 20 warriors, but in 1787 
permission was granted them to locate at the confluence of the Rigolet du Bon Dieu and Red river, a permission confirmed in 
1792. Their chief, called Louis de Blanc, occupied an eminence at the upper end of this territory, but their principal village was 
on a point called Mount Pleasant. In 1795 the Baron de Crondelet desired that the Pascagoula should be assembled, elect a 
chief and form a new village on Catahoula bayou but instead they determined to move to Bayou Boeuf and settled on the 
Choctaw land there the same year. Land was granted them by a body of Choctaw, who had been the first to make this bayou 
their home. Just below them were the Biloxi, who had preceded them by a year or two. The sale was confirmed on May 5, 
1805. The Pascagoula signers were the chiefs, Big Bread, La Culote, Ajadonah, Cosauh, Ningo and Big Head. 

  
More information gathered prior to 1798 says: 
"Pascagolas, live in a small village on Red river, about 60 miles below Natchitoches; are emigrants from Pascagola river, in 
west Florida; 25 men of them only remaining; speak Mobilian, but have a language peculiar to themselves; most of them speak 
and understand French. They raise good crops of corn and garden vegetables; have cattle, horses and poultry plenty. Their 
horses are much like (those of) the poorer kind of French inhabitants on the river and (they) appear to live about as well. 
  
Thus began the time table of events that produced the Jackson County that we know today. 



 
 

1512 – 1699 - SPAIN  

Spain, by right of discovery, claimed all of North America and consequently, the land that is now Jackson County. 

  
1699 – 1763 -  FRANCE 

The French planted the first Colony on 
Mississippi soil at present-day Ocean Springs, 
and it was called Old Biloxy. While looking for a 
suitable place to build the fort, the mouth of the 
West Pascagoula River was explored but was 
found to be obstructed with oyster reefs. They 
returned to east Biloxi Bay where Fort Maurepas 
was erected while Iberville and Bienville 
explored the Gulf Coast area. By 1702, the site 
was proven unsuitable and the seat of the French 
government was moved to Twenty-seven mile 
Bluff, above present day Mobile where they built 
Fort Louis. In 1711 the government moved down 
the river to the head of Mobile Bay and erected 
the fort again. Colonists began to move 
westward from Mobile to make their permanent 
homes and settle down. The first colonists of 
record in the Pascagoula area were Jean Baptiste 
Baudreau dit Graveline, who settled at the mouth 
of the West Pascagoula by 1718. He built 
another house further up at Martin's Bluff and 
also had a place at Belle Fountaine on the coast. 
Joseph Simon dit LaPointe, who settled on Krebs 
Lake on the East Pascagoula River had built his 
house by the 1720's. The sole surviving building 
of LaPointe's concession is now known as the 
LaPointe-Krebs House, popularly known as the 
Old Spanish Fort and is the oldest known 
residence in the Mississippi Valley.  

  
1721 - THE CHAUMONT CONCESSION 

One of the investors in John Law's Company of the West was a wealthy Parisian bureaucrat named Antoine Chaumont who, 
through his wife Marie-Catherine Barre, the Madame Chaumont, was issued 1,700 shares valued at 850,000 livres. On 
December 26,1719 the Chaumonts were granted the land for the Chaumont Concession. The plantation was located on a bend of the 
Pascagoula River now called Prichard's Landing about thirty-seven miles from the river's mouth and about one mile south of the 
present Wade bridge.  

Officials were engaged and a Parisian architect designed and constructed the buildings of the plantation. The Director Revillon and 
workers arrived on the Gironde at Ship Island outside the port of Biloxi in January, 1721. The grant consisted of about 25 square 
miles or approximately 16,000 acres. Revillon's colonists were shortly placed on the Pascagoula and put to work. By 1732 the 
concession had failed. See The Chaumont Concession: "A French Plantation on the Pascagoula" by Jay Higginbotham, Jackson 
County Archives. 
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1726 

By 1726, several families had located on the east and west Pascagoula Rivers. Some of them were LaPointe, LaVergne, Baudreau, 
Denis. A few families had moved on to New Orleans which had been established in 1718. The Pascagoula River was one of the 
main sources for trade with the Indians that led from the coast to the confluence of the Chickasawhay and on further north for over 
150 leagues. Descendants of LaPointe and Baudreau stayed and intermarried with new settlers which formed this French community 
where they still live until this day.  

1763 – 1779 -  BRITISH WEST FLORIDA 

In 1763, by a treaty between England and France, this area became a part of British West Florida, whose capitol was Pensacola. The 
population grew slowly.  

 
1768 

Talk of rebellion among the eastern colonies caused an influx of people loyal to the British Crown. Many English land grants were 
given to these people who settled along the river in what is now George County, which was the upper part of the original Jackson 
County. British cartographer and survey George Gauld was sent to re-survey the Gulf Coast and found French settlements were still 
along the coast and on both sides of the mouth of the East and West Pascagoula Rivers.  

  
1772 - HUGO KREBS' COTTON GIN 

The first account of Hugo Krebs' cotton gin was written in 1772 by Bernard Romans, an English traveler, botanist and promoter 
whose duty it was to find commercial opportunities in British West Florida and report them to the home government. His report on 
his findings in this southern region tells of a visit to the Pascagoulas in 1772 where he finds Krebs' efficient gin and describes it in 
his report to English interests. Krebs was suspicious of the British and avoided any publicity. He disassembled his gin to prevent 
copying of his design, and never patented it, which was compared in later years to Eli Whitney's gin that was not invented until 
1792. 

 
1779 – 1798 - SPANISH WEST FLORIDA - District of Feliciana, Parish of Pascagoula 

The English forces were expelled from the province of West Florida by the Spaniards under the command of General Bernardo 
Galvez and all military posts were occupied by Spanish troops. Jackson County became a part of Spanish West Florida and was 
officially the District of  Feliciana, Parish of Pascagoula. 

  
1779 – 1798 - MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY 

By an act of Congress, on April 4, 1798, the Mississippi Territory was created, but it did not include Jackson County. Jackson 
County was south of the 31st parallel and remained a part of  

Spanish West Florida. A steady flow of emigrants from the Carolinas, Georgia and other eastern trails had increased the population 
greatly since the Revolution. 
 
 



 
 
1803 - KEMPER REBELLION   
The Kemper brothers started a revolution against Spain. An attempt was made to liberate Natchez and the Gulf Coast, which was 
unsuccessful due in part to the fact that too much rum was sent in supplies from Baton Rouge to Mobile. 
 
1805 - SPAIN'S LAST DAYS  
Spain's time was short here on the Gulf Coast. Since the 1790's, 
when the enemy became visible in the Gulf, Spanish officers had 
set up posts along the coast. The Pascagoula Post, commanded 
by Francisco Bellestre and later, Francisco Hemeterio de Hevia, 
tried to arm the residents with guns and ammunition for defense 
against the enemy corsairs that sat off the coast. Most of the 
French residents here were indifferent, uncooperative and just 
wanted to be left alone. It is believed that these are the incidents 
that caused the LaPointe-Krebs House to be known as the Old 
Spanish Fort.  
  
1810 - REPUBLIC OF WEST FLORIDA 
On September 26, 1810 an assembly met at St. Francisville, 
Louisiana, which unanimously declared West Florida to be a 
Republic, with the capitol at the place of assembly. Sterling 
Dupree, who lived on the Pascagoula River, near what is known 
as Pree Eddy or Pree Creek, presented a petition signed by 34 
settlers of what is present-day Jackson County. Dupree, 
sometimes referred to as a pirate and cohort of Lafitte, used this 
time period to loot and harass the citizens of the Pascagoula area. 
By the 13th of December 1810, the blue flag with a single white 
star, the Republic of West Florida, flew over Jackson County. 
  
1811 - TERRITORY OF ORLEANS 
On January 13, 1811 the territory of the Republic of West 
Florida was added to the Territory of Orleans. The Republic 
had lasted only 45 days! 
   
1812 - JACKSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY  
Jackson County became a part of the District of Mobile on May 
14, 1812, which was added to the Mississippi Territory. On 
December 12, 1812 Jackson County, Mississippi Territory 
was created. It was an extremely large county which extended from Perry and Greene County on the north. The first courthouse 
was at Thomas Bilbo's house on the west side of the Pascagoula River near what is now Benndale, in present-day George County. 
The population grew quickly.  
People from all over the country arrived in the area around the county seat and brought their entire families, farm equipment and 
animals to this new promised land. There were boundless opportunities here from the timber, water, coastal resources.  
1817  
JACKSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI  
Congress passed an act for the admission of the western portion of the Mississippi Territory as a state of the United States on March 
1, 1817. Jackson County became a part of the State of Mississippi. 
   
1818  
FIRST SCHOOL IN JACKSON COUNTY   
The first school in the county was held in the area just north of what is  
now Benndale in George County. 
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1820  
Louis Frederic de St. Ferol set up a private school in Pascagoula for the Delmas, Krebs and McRae children and others. 
  
COURTHOUSE LOCATIONS   
The first courthouse was set up at Bilbo's House on the West Pascagoula river near Benndale when the county was created in 1812. 
In 1822, offices were moved from Bilbo's house to nearby Brewer's Bluff, also on the Pascagoula River. In 1826 the courthouse 
was moved to old Americus on the east side of the Pascagoula and in the same year, Salem Campground was founded. The 
Americus area thrived, with settlers buying land, farming and setting up schools and churches. In 1837, the courthouse was burned 
by Gale Wages, who was hired by James Copeland's mother Rebecca Wells, to cover incriminating evidence against her son for pig-
stealing. Before hanging, Copeland admitted to lighting the match that started the fire. The courthouse and jail were rebuilt after the 
fire and continued to be the county seat for the next 33 years, after which it was removed to the coast to Scranton in 1871. Scranton 
was located at the railroad on the Pascagoula River. Two more fires would destroy the records on August 28, 1873 and March 1, 
1875! 
  
1838 - SHIPBUILDING 
In addition to the early Krebs and Beebe families who furnished shipbuilding 
skills for the people's needs, a new shipyard appeared in 1838. Ebenezer 
Clark, a New Yorker, moved his operation from Mobile to Clark's Bayou, 
north of Escatawpa at the Three Rivers area. His ships log details work from 
1838-1856. 
  
1840 - JOHN GRANT - ENGINEER and STATESMAN  
Captain John Grant, born Nov. 25, 1796, moved to Pascagoula from Mobile in 
1840. This ingenious inventor, engineer and legislator perfected a harbor 
dredge at the age of 25 that is still used in basic dredge design today. Grant 
invested $100,000 of his own money, built his dredge and had a six foot pass 
completed by the fall of 1839 known as Grant's Pass which stretched from 
Mobile Bay into the Mississippi Sound. When he moved to Pascagoula in 
1840, he dredged the east branch of the Pascagoula which diverted shipping 
from the west river thus developing the beach area and the east Pascagoula 
River section of present-day Pascagoula. He also engineered the first "floating 
dock" which adjusted itself to the ship's decks for loading and unloading 
regardless of the tide or water level. Grant had homes in Pascagoula, Mobile, 
Covington, and in New Orleans, where he died. He was brought back to 
Pascagoula for burial over the very track that he had designed and engineered 
- the Ponchatrain Railroad. 
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COUNTY IS DIVIDED  
Harrison County was created in 1841 from a cut from the western part of Jackson County as well as a portion of the eastern part 
of Hancock County. In 1847, the northern-most township of Jackson County was added to Greene County because those settlers 
didn't like traveling so far to the courthouse. In 1910, still another county was formed from the top two townships in Jackson County 
and the two bottom townships of Greene County and was named George County. According the newspaper reports in 1951, steps 
were taken by Biloxi officials to create a new county taking territory from east Harrison County and west Jackson County to be 
called Gulf County, with Biloxi as the capitol. When the paper work was done, it had reduced Jackson below the 400 square miles 
minimum needed to maintain a county. This was revived again in 1953, but was dropped. Another proposal was brought up in 1964 
to form a new county between Highway 15 and near Highway 57 at Vancleave and the name was to be d'Iberville  County. Nothing 
further was done to actually create these county proposals, and one official termed the move as "Pipe Dream of Sorehead 
Politicians". The county line still stands as created in 1841. 
   
1848 - TELEGRAPH LINES  
The first telegraph lines were laid across Jackson County in 1848.  
   
1848 - CAMP JEFFERSON DAVIS  
Immediately following the Mexican War, which ended in February 1848, General Twiggs chose a site on Greenwood Island, near 
the village of East Pascagoula, for his brigade and other troops. Twiggs had visited the area before and had made a personal 
commitment to the Baptistes, to whom he paid $5,000 for 100 acres comprising the island. Troops began arriving at Greenwood 
Island near the end of June, 1848 and immediately laid out a parade ground for drilling and began construction of buildings to serve 
as hospitals, storehouses and officer quarters. This property covered an area from the Country Club and Pascagoula Beach Park 
area east to Bayou Casotte, and was named Camp Jefferson Davis. Great losses were suffered in the troops from war wounds, 
illness and general discomforts of heat, bad water and mosquitoes. 
  
The high point at Pascagoula Bay came in late August of 1848 when General Zachary Taylor, Twiggs' immediate commander in 
Baton Rouge, brought his family for a festive stay on Pascagoula Bay. A number of these officers visited the area and stayed in the 
resort hotels located on the beach at East Pascagoula. Zachary Taylor was elected President in November, 1848. In 1849, 
General Twiggs was promoted to fill Zachary Taylor's command and was headquartered in New Orleans, but continued to visit 
his home in Pascagoula where he was enumerated in the 1850 Federal Census. Renovation of Camp Jefferson sparked much 
excitement among the local businessmen. There were local brickmakers, many sawmills and shingle mills that benefited from the 
rebuilding of the facility. 
  
1852 - MILITARY ASYLUM   
In May, 1852, the Military Asylum was opened for business and received sick personnel from all service branches as well as 
veterans of the Mexican war as patients. It closed in 1855 after extensive damage from the great hurricane of 1852 and the lack of 
patients. The Asylum was located on 175 acres just north of present-day Pascagoula Beach park which also held a burial 
ground for soldiers who died while here. In 1860 most of the buildings on the site were practically swept away into the sea by a 
hurricane. The military reservation was abandoned and practically forgotten by State and Federal governments. A small portion of 
Southern troops stayed at Pascagoula for a short time. An order was given to remove the graves but it has not been proven that they 
were actually moved. Including the soldiers of the Mexican War and Confederate soldiers, they may be several hundred graves of 
which there are no visible signs, located on the grounds of Camp Jefferson Davis and the Military Asylum. In 1907, the lands of 
Camp Jefferson Davis were sold to Alfred L. Dantzler.  
   
In 1989, the remains of two young soldiers still in their coffins were unearthed from the shore on what is now known as 
Greenwood Island, where Camp Jefferson Davis was located. For ten years the bones were stored in a local college science lab. 
They were taken from the lab with the permission of the Veterans Administration. The 1989 investigation of the soldier's remains 
and a button found in the coffins identified them as members of Shield's Brigade in the Mexican War. They were among 
thousands of soldiers returning from the war in 1848 and had been assigned to Camp Jefferson Davis. In 1989 they were taken with 
permission from the Veteran's Administration by Roger Hansen, local military historian, wrapped in a military issue blanket and 
placed in cypress coffins lined with coarse blue blankets. The coffins were built without nails, sanded, tung oiled and finished by the 
Boy Scout Troop 220 of Moss Point, headed by scoutmaster, Harry McDonald. At a special ceremony the soldiers were re-interred 
in graves in the Biloxi National Cemetery with color guard and proper honors. Their graves are marked with headstones that 
represent the only two unknown soldiers to be buried at the Biloxi cemetery. An historical marker has been approved by the 



Mississippi Department of Archives and History marking the site of Camp Jefferson Davis near the east end of Beach Boulevard, 
but no monies have been found with which to purchase the marker. 
  
1855 - SUMRALLS MOVE TO JACKSON COUNTY   
This journal of the Sumrall family is typical of many families trials and accomplishments as they moved across the country. This 
family left Clark County, Mississippi on December 22, 1855 and arrived near present-day Vancleave and north-northeast of Martin's 
Bluff by October of 1858. Their daughter Nancy married 
William Martin on April 12, 1868 and settled Martin's Bluff 
on the West Pascagoula River. (Anonymous Donor, 
Manuscripts, Archives) 
  
1861 - MISSISSIPPI SECEDES FROM THE UNION  
Mississippi seceded from the Union on January 9, 1861 and 
A.E. Lewis was Jackson County's delegate to the Secession 
Convention. Two Constitutional Conventions were called to 
take steps to re-admit Mississippi into the Union. One in 
1875 but it was not until the convention of 1868 that 
Mississippi was readmitted into the Union.  
   
December 15  
3,000 UNION TROOPS LAND AT PASCAGOULA; 
FRANKLIN CREEK SKIRMISH   
"After landing at East Pascagoula on December 15 with 
three thousand infantrymen, Granger began his march to 
Mobile. He asked Canby to allow him to use Davidson's 
cavalrymen, who had just arrived at West Pascagoula, so 
that he could try to destroy part of the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad. Canby ordered only two regiments to Granger 
because he intended to use the rest of Davidson's men in a 
raid from Memphis against Hood's Confederate army's 
communications in Tennessee. The Federal advance halted 
at FRANKLIN CREEK, about twelve miles from East 
Pascagoula, without encountering any opposition. At 
Franklin Creek, the Federals threw up some light 
entrenchments and began stripping sawmills in the area of 
their lumber. Granger gave up any plans for a strong push 
against the railroad and contented himself with keeping the Confederates' attention on him and his men." 
  
To oppose the Federals at Franklin Creek, Maury ordered a small infantry force and three cavalry regiments to the area. By 
Christmas, Maury no longer thought Granger's force was a real threat to the city, an opinion that was confirmed when the Federals 
retreated on December 26 because of a lack of supplies. For more, see Confederate Mobile, Chapter 122, page 165 by Arthur W. 
Bergeron, Jr., Pascagoula Library. 
 
1862 - CONFEDERATES  
Pascagoula's part in the Civil War and a naval battle in the  
Mississippi Sound took place this year. 
  
1863 - BLACK FEDERAL SOLDIERS   
On April 9, 1863, a company of 160 Black soldiers stationed at Ship Island, landed on Greenwood Island, drove back a defending 
force and hoisted a Federal flag over the East Pascagoula Hotel. They were later driven off by Confederate forces from Mobile. 
   
1870 - NEW ORLEANS, MOBILE AND CHATTANOOGA RAILROAD  
In November 1870 the New Orleans, Mobile and Chattanooga Railroad began service to Pascagoula where a Western Union station 
and depot were built near Delmas Avenue. 
   
1874 - YELLOW FEVER YEARS  
One of the worst yellow fever epidemics resulted in numerous  
deaths and the quarantining of the port. 
  
 
 

 
Greenwood Island Circa 1864  

Map of Camp Jefferson Davis and the Military Asylum  
showing burials of soldiers of the Mexican War  

and Confederate soldiers as drawn by Von Nerta.  
Legend: A - about 80 graves; B - 7 graves,  

and C - 100 graves 
 



1875 - PORT OF PASCAGOULA  
Considered to be the beginning of the development of the modern port. That year Congress appropriated $100,000 for a lighthouse, 
a customs house and dredging of the harbor and declared Pascagoula a Port of Delivery. 
  
1875 - FIRST PUBLIC SCHOOL IN PASCAGOULA   
The first public school in Pascagoula was established and named Scranton and was located at the corner of School and Pascagoula 
streets. 
  
1877 - BOARD OF HEALTH ESTABLISHED   
Due to the persistence of Yellow fever, a Board of Health was  
established and a quarantine physician appointed. 
   
1882 - FIRST BANK CHARTERED  
The first bank was chartered by W.H. Brumble in 1882, two years  
later the Scranton Bank was opened by H.F. Krebs. 
   
1884 - RAILROAD LINKS TOWNS   
In 1884 the Moss Point, Scranton & East Pascagoula Railroad Company began operation, running down present-day Market Street, 
linking the three communities. 
   
1886 -  SCRANTON INCORPORATED  
Scranton was incorporated as a town in 1886. 
  
1892  - EAST PASCAGOULA INCORPORATED  
East Pascagoula was incorporated as a village in 1892 and a town in 1896. 
  
1893 -  HURRICANE STRIKES  
Widespread destruction from a hurricane 
 
1896 - PASCAGOULA COMMERCIAL CLUB   
The Pascagoula Commercial Club was established as a forerunner to the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
 



 
 
1900 - MOSS POINT MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION  
The Pascagoula Commercial Club and the Moss Point Merchants Association was well established by the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1900. The Pascagoula Port was the key to 8,000,000 acres of long leaf yellow pine besides an almost unlimited supply of hard 
woods of 
every kind. There were twenty major manufacturers and exporters of lumber at the Port of Pascagoula with a daily capacity of mills 
at 1,000,000 feet. The Grand total for tonnage through the Port was $2,269,178! 
   
1901 -  MOSS POINT INCORPORATED AS A CITY  
Moss Point was incorporated as a city on April 29, 1901  
   
1903 - STREETCARS  
The Pascagoula Street Railway & Power Company began operating streetcars from Anderson Park on the beach to Moss Point, then 
to Dantzler Shipyard at the Point. 
   
1903 - PASCAGOULA COMMERCIAL CLUB BOASTS   
In 1903 the Pascagoula Commercial Club boasted of: 
"The finest free school facilities in the State - eight months term, churches of every denomination, the finest water works system in 
the South, an electric light plant, a low tax rate, 
eight miles of electric street railway, two ice plants, one canning factory, one chemical factory, two banks, with half million dollars 
deposits, twenty-three sawmills with daily capacity of 1,000,000 feet, six planning mills, one box factory, seven ship and marine 
ways, one sugar cane mill, one brickyard, one creosoting plant, numerous other small industries, a climate and soil equal to 
California, unexcelled shipping facilities by rail and water, thousands of acres of undeveloped land of the best quality, but lowest 
prices, numerous natural resources".  
Quoted from the Pascagoula Commercial Club publication 1903.  
   
1906 - DEVASTATING HURRICANE   
Devastated lumber industry, homes, businesses. Widespread destruction.  
   
1911 - SOUTHERN PAPER COMPANY  
While in England in 1908, John Lewis Dantzler (1860-1925) consulted with experts that eventually led to the founding of the 
Southern Paper Company . He was advised to send samples of sawmill waste to Sweden so that the new process of making sulphate 
paper might be tried on long leaf yellow pine. Two barges loaded with round wood and two barges loaded with slabs were sent to 
Ship Island where the wood was transferred to steamers bound for Sweden. The message was sent back to Dantzler that paper could 
be made from yellow pine and after the necessary patent rights were secured, the Southern Paper Company was incorporated on 
October 25, 1911. On November 1, 1911, the first public announcement was made that a pulp mill was soon to be constructed in the 
Moss Point region. The proposed mill site was near the Escatawpa River, two miles from Moss Point and two miles from Laine.On 
May 5, 1928 an agreement between southern Paper and the International Paper Company was signed in New York. Control of the 
company was transferred to International Paper Company by June 15, 1928 and was called the Southern Kraft Division of the 
International Paper Company. 
  
See The Southern Paper Company, 1911 - 1928   
by Harold Lafayette Grant, Jr., Jackson County Archives. 
  
 
  



 
From The Pascagoula Chronicle 
June 27, 1914 
  
 
  
  

 
American Red Cross Auxiliary  
Circa 1914-1918 
  
 
  
   
1918 - INTERNATIONAL SHIPBUILDING COMPANY   
International Shipbuilding Company opened its plant in Pascagoula to build government ships. 
  
 



  
  
  

  
Freight Station   
Pascagoula, Mississippi, 1918   
Bellande Collection, Archives 

  
Cole Grant Grocery Store  

   

  
Passenger Station - 1918   
Gautier, Mississippi  
Bellande Collection, Archives 

  
Horace Hines Grocery Store   
General Merchandise   
(Was also Zeiglar's and Roswell Kimball's Store)   
Gautier, Mississippi  
Early 1900's  
Bellande Collection, Archives 

  

  
Bridge Tender House - 1918   
Pascagoula, Mississippi  
Bellande Collection, Archives 
 
 

Railroad Park - 1918   
Pascagoula, Mississippi  
Bellande Collection, Archives 

 

 

RR Supt House 2/5/1918   
Railroad Superintendent's House  
2/5/1918  
Bellande Collection, Archives 

 

  



  
  
 
  
   
1921 - DOWNTOWN PASCAGOULA FIRE  
Devastating fire destroyed 25 businesses and 25 homes in downtown Pascagoula.  
   

 
Wixon Collection, Archives   
   
 
1927 - RUM RUNNERS  
Five Coast Guard cutters docked in Pascagoula to fight the rumrunners.  
   
1928 - KREOLE  
It has been said that the present-day village of Kreole received its name when the Southern Paper Company took the name of 
Southern Kraft, however, the post office opened in 1914 with the name of Kreole. The first post office was opened in 1909 at Laine, 
which was named for Gideon Laine and was located near the railroad. Stores, schools and resident workers had built up the 
community around the mill entrance and grew quickly as people came from across the southern counties of Mississippi and 
Alabama to work at the mill. It is most likely Jackson County's oldest industry in continuous operation.  
   
1929 - PASCAGOULA SEAWALL BUILT.   
   
1939 - INGALLS SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION   
Ingalls Shipyard was built in 1938 and by 1940 had produced the world's first all-welded ship. This ship, the Exchequer was 
launched on June 8, 1940. 
  
  



 
Chancery Scene -- before 1948  
From left: Chancery Clerk Fred Taylor, Vertis Ramsay,  
Unidentified, Ione Westbrook 
  
  

 
Board of Supervisors - 1948  
In Order L-R: N.C. Everett, Chancery Clerk, E.A. Khayat, District 
George Cruthirds, District 5, Fred Moran, President, District 4 
Roy Cumbest, District 1, Joseph V. Krebs, District 3 
H.P. Heidelberg, Board Attorney 

 



 
 
PASCAGOULA - KREBSVILLE - EAST PASCAGOULA - SCRANTO N  
   
From the time the French landed on the eastern shore of Biloxy Bay, this area was called Pascagoula in the early government 
documents and Catholic records. It was called Pascagoula because of the small tribes of Pascagoula Indians that lived along the 
river. This area encompassed the entire river basin and along the outside of the river from the mouths of the east and west branches 
up to where the river divided from the Chickasawhay River. It was the stopping place for many travelers and couriers on their way 
to Mobile and New Orleans. Priests reached out from both the Mobile and New Orleans Diocese to perform many marriage and 
baptismal ceremonies at the "house of LaPointe" at Pascagoula. LaPointe's son-in-law, Hugo Krebs carried the tradition forward 
with the reputation of his hospitality shown to George Gauld, survey and mapmaker for the King of England in 1768. By the late 
1820's, there were so many Krebs descendants along the east side of the river that a town was platted and called "Krebsville". East 
Pascagoula was usually referred to as being along the beach and was known for its resort atmosphere for summer homes, catering to 
people from New Orleans and other towns. There were healthful breezes and clear, clean water for bathing, with less threat of the 
yellow fever. Long piers from the numerous hotels stretched out into the Gulf with stops for steamers for the travelers. Pascagoula 
was officially created on February 9, 1838. The community name divided and took different names over the years. When the 
railroad came to town in 1870, the community grew around the railroad depot and in 1871was named for a Mr. Scranton, railroad 
engineer. The Scranton post office originated in 1873 and became Pascagoula in May, 1910. The towns of Scranton and East 
Pascagoula finally were combined into the Cityof Pascagoula in 1904, while the post office names remained the same until the 
Scranton railroad station changed its name to Pascagoula in October 1910. From that date on, Pascagoula was to be the official 
name for the whole city. 
  

 
   
  
OCEAN SPRINGS, CITY OF DISCOVERY  
  
On April 8, 1699, Iberville selected the site of present-day Ocean Springs to build the fort for the first settlement by the French for 
Colonial Louisiana. 
  
From Iberville's Journal of the Badin - The First Voyage: "The freighters arrived from the windward; I have begun clearing the 
fort site and digging a well". After almost two years, the fort was moved to Twenty-seven Mile Bluff, north of present-day Mobile. 
Few people remained, if any, until settlers began to trickle toward the new Fort Louis on the mainland at Biloxi, and to New 
Orleans. The capitol remained at New Orleans until it became a part of British West Florida in 1763. A few families who were 
descendants of earlier French settlers such as Baudreau, Moran, Ladner, and others began to spread out into the lands east and west 
of Biloxi Bay by the early 1800's. The mineral springs were discovered and people began to come from all over the county for the 
medicinal properties. George Lynch established a large sawmill and trading post on Fort Bayou. People from various parts of the 
United States as well as other countries came to farm, fish and to build summer homes. About 1853, a small post office was 
established and it was known as Lynchburg Springs. Hotels began to appear to accommodate the visitors with steamboat lines 
making regular stops between New Orleans and Mobile. Pecan propagation and citrus production became popular in Ocean Springs 
from the late 1800s to the World War I era. By 1892, Ocean Springs had about 1,000 people and petitioned for incorporation which 
was granted on September 9, 1892.  

 
  
 
 



1830 and 1898  
WEST PASCAGOULA - GAUTIER   
  
This scenic and historic area was settled in the mid-seventeen hundreds by the Baudreaus, Paquets, Bangs, Ladners and several 
other families who didn't stay, but had moved on to New Orleans. Edwin Lewis owned most of the land on the Mississippi Sound 
and up the west bank of the river in the early 1820's, that he inherited through marriage to Marguerite Baudreau. The area that 
would eventually carry the railroad across the coast was previously named White's Point for James White, a resident and syndic in 
1805. The name was changed to West Pascagoula in 1830. Descendants of the original settlers were still living along the sound, at 
the mouth of the river and at Mary Walker Bayou. After relocating from his homestead on the Tchoutacabouffa River in Harrison 
County, Fernando Gautier established his family on the banks of the Pascagoula in 1866 where the original house still stands. He 
began sawmill operations and by 1870 he had a thriving lumber business called Fernando Gautier and Sons. As a result of Fernando 
Gautier and his family, a small community began to develop on the west Pascagoula River. Soon, the L & N Railroad started a large 
creosote works to furnish piling and bridge timbers for its own lines and for other railroads as well. In 1898, a US Postal Office was 
established and called Gautier.  
L & N erected a station on its line in 1902 and called it West Pascagoula. The railroad recognized Gautier in 1910 and later ceased 
operations there in November 1954.  
The city of Gautier was incorporated in 1986.  
   

 
    
1830's   
MOSSY POINT - MOSS POINT  
  
The area known as Dantzler Point, at the confluence of the Pascagoula and Escatawpa Rivers, was at one time called Mossey 
Point. The first sawmill in this area was established near this point in 1830 on Beardslee's Lake about two hundred yards from the 
point. Timber and logs were floated down the Pascagoula River to the mill and the logmen who rode the log rafts also referred to the 
point as "Mossey Point". Today that point is known as Griffin Point, for William Griffin. The few residents received mail addressed 
to "Elder's Ferry,  Mississippi, until 1867 when the post office was named "Moss Point"  and by which name this place has since 
been known. After the Civil War, the lumber and sawmill business revived and by the close of the century, Moss Point was a 
lumber empire. In the late 1890's and early 1900's there were twelve sawmills on the river, and all but three were in Moss Point 
within a radius of less than one mile. Better known in foreign countries than in the United States for many years, Moss Point was 
recognized as the largest pine lumber export center until around 1910. Moss Point was incorporated in 1901 and was the first and 
only community in Mississippi to be incorporated as a city before first being a village or a town.  
 
 


